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The thunder like roar of the demon, gave rise to the
formation of packs of sable clouds, and Vaiduryyas of varied
colours were formed under their influence, as so many efful-
gent shootings off from that primordial sky. Colours which
mark the several classes of the Padmaraga, as well form the
distinctive features of the several species of the Vaiduryya,
of which those that are tinged like the breast-feathers of
a peacock, or coloured pale green like the leaves of a bamboo,
are the best as regards price and quality. A Vaiduryya,
possessed of a blended hue like that of the primary or the
exterior feathers of the wings of a Chasa ( bird ) occupies the
lowest place in the list as regards value and intrinsic virtues,
and accordingly its use is forbidden by the gem experts.

A Vaiduryya, belonging to the commendable type,
brings good luck to its wearer, whereas the use of one of
the condemnable species, is attended with dreadful conse-
quences. Hence a Vaiduryya should be carefully observed
and tested before wearing. Stones, known as the Girikacha,
-Shaishopala, or glass crystals, appearing as clouded smoke,
maybe easily ^mistaken for a Vaiduryya, though they are alien
to it in species. They should be pronounced as bits of glass
in the event of their proving incapable of cutting or scratch-
ing a Vaiduryya of tested genuineness, whereas a Shaisho-
palakam stone, simulating the properties of a Vaiduryya,
should be detected by its lightness. A crystal, mistaken
for a gem of the species under discussion, should detected
by its greater brilliance.

The price of two pala weights of Vaiduryya, should
be laid at the amount fixed for the value of a Suvarna weight
of Indra-Nilam. Gems apparently resembling a Vaiduryya
in colour," but virtually belonging to the alien species, should
bejcompared in respect of gloss, softness, lighter weight, etc.,
with a Vaiduryya of tested genuineness. The price of
a Vaiduryaya, in common with the rest of the gems, varies
according to its setting and purifica tion and depends upon